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Risk assessment of: Use of the large hall by Wirral Community Orchestra
Date:  04 June 2021  
Date of Resuming Rehearsal:  Thursday June 24th 2021
Condition 1:  Assuming that Step 4 of the Government Covid 19 Precaution Plan is endorsed for June 21st which allows for social distancing to be relaxed and sensible appropriate precautions are adopted by the orchestra in agreement with WKURC.  Orchestras have been allowed to met under Step 3 of the Government Guidance but we have felt it would be better to until Step 4 has been approved and people had been fully vaccinated.
Condition 2:  The current progress of vaccination allows for all of the orchestra members to have been fully vaccinated with two jabs. A survey of members has been made to establish this to be the case. Latest scientific data supports that this should greatly minimize the risk factor for any member of the orchestra from catching or spreading the Covid 19 virus (and indeed the current known mutations) during a rehearsal and thus placing the premises and any following users at risk of transmission. 
Condition 3:  The infection rate of Covid 19 virus and any mutant variant does not rise to such an extent as to cause concern for WKURC or risk to any of the players.
	Overview of activity / location / equipment 

Activity: Orchestra rehearsal for the full orchestra
Location: Halls entrance vestibule and toilets :  Large hall  for rehearsal and Committee room for access to timps.
Equipment: 
· Use of the red chairs from the store cupboard.

· Use of a folding table 

· Use of the timps from the Committee Room

· Use of orchestra resources from the orchestra cupboard

· Fixtures such as door handles and light switches and toilet facilities

· Hand sanitizer and cleaning wipes.


	#
	Hazard(s) identified, followed by risk
	Person/s affected
	Before controls
	 Existing controls 
(how the risk is being mitigated)
	After controls
	Additional controls required 

	
	
	
	a
	b
	a x b
	
	a
	b
	a x b
	

	1
	Coronavirus
- Transfer from surfaces (general/foyer)
	All
	4
	3
	12
	Hand sanitizing gel and a hand sanitizing station are situated by the door for all to use upon entry.

Keyholders are instructed to use hand sanitizer upon entry, then prop open doors to minimize the need for touching the door handles.
	2
	1
	2
	None

	2
	Coronavirus
- Transfer from surfaces (toilets)
	All
	4
	3
	12
	Hand sanitizing gel with appropriate signage is situated outside toilets for people to use on their way into and out of the toilet to prevent virus transfer from and to taps and toilet levers. Antibacterial wipes with appropriate signage are available inside the toilets or close to the toilets outside for people to wipe contact points with (taps and levers).  
Signs instructing users to wash hands to prevent spread of the virus also clearly visible.
	2
	1
	2
	None

	3
	Coronavirus – Transfer from surfaces (fittings and fixtures)
	All
	4
	3
	12
	At the end of the rehearsal, all fixed contact surfaces including light switches and door handles are cleaned with an antibacterial wipe by the committee member before they leave. The whole area is then cleaned thoroughly by the Caretaker, usually the following day.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	4
	Coronavirus – Transfer from surfaces (door handles)
	All
	4
	3
	12
	All internal doors are propped having washed/sanitised their hands before and afterwards. This minimises the number of people touching these surfaces.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	5
	Coronavirus – Transfer from surfaces (refreshments / drinking vessels)
	Attendees of the service.
	4
	3
	12
	Kitchen facilities will not be used until WKURC grants permission.

All members will be asked to bring own bottle of water and take home after rehearsal.  
If weather allows, refreshments will be taken outside – sanitising hands and replacing masks on re- entry to the premises.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	6
	Coronavirus – Transfer from surfaces (chairs)
	All
	4
	3
	12
	Committee members will set out chairs according to seating plan. 
Members will be asked to wipe down chair with antivirus wipes  at the ends of rehearsal and return to store.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	7
	Coronavirus – Transfer from surfaces (hands)
	All
	4
	4
	16
	Everyone will be required to sanitize their hands upon entering the building, to minimise the risk of spreading the virus. A hand sanitizing station is positioned at the vestibule entrance. This will be monitored by the committee to ensure everybody complies.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	8
	Coronavirus – Transfer via aerosol (general)
	
	4
	3
	12
	As per Government and URC advice, face coverings are to be worn when not playing an instrument unless exempt.
As recommended by Making Music,wbrass/ Wind players will be asked to use a cloth bell covering and/or bring a towel in a plastic bag to wipe down instrument to collect droplets.  This should be taken home and washed for next rehearsal.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	9
	Transfer via Surfaces ( orchestral equipment)
	
	
	
	
	Members are asked to bring their own music stand and wipe down after use.

Designated members should be responsible for bringing in the timps from the Committee Room. And wipe handles after use.

Committee members will remove and replace equipment from the store cupboard – wiping down after use.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	10
	Coronavirus – Transfer via aerosol (members when seated to play)
	
	4
	3
	12
	Social distancing – chairs will be spaced out throughout the hall to give maximum separation. 
Members will not share music stands

Doors will be left open to allow for air circulation.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	11
	Coronavirus – Transfer via aerosol (members  moving around)
	
	4
	3
	12
	Members will be asked to remain in seats during rehearsal.
Use of toilets should be limited – using a well space queue if needed.

Members asked to enter the building in single file.  Refreshments should be taken in seat or outside in garden.

Making Music advice is that although 6 people can now meet together as a single bubble, we should regard each individual as a single bubble.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	12
	Coronavirus – Transfer via aerosol (entering / leaving)
	
	4
	3
	12
	Most members ( other than Committee involved in the set up of rehearsal)  will arrive within the 10 mins before the start of rehearsal and have been asked to form a single queue to enter the building and leaving an appropriate space between each other. 
Similarly on leaving, members will be asked to do so in single file and avoid touching door handles.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	13
	Coronavirus – Transfer via touching (general)
	
	4
	4
	16
	Members will be reminded to avoid physical contact with no hugging or shaking hands. 
	4
	1
	4
	None

	14
	Coronavirus- transfer from money
	
	4
	4
	16
	Members will be asked to bring the correct money each week and place it in the subs collection box to avoid it being handled.

The money will be stored in a sealed box and taken home to be banked after the rehearsal
	4
	1
	4
	None

	15
	Coronavirus – Transmission from known infected parties
	
	4
	3
	12
	Members have been asked not to attend any rehearsal should they feel at all unwell or off colour. This is for the safety of all members and respect for the  Covid security of the venue.

Making Music have issued a Health Check Advice sheet to display before anyone enters a rehearsal. This ask members to confirm that:
· in the last 7 days, they have not tested positive for COVID-19

· in the last 7 days, they have not had COVID-19 symptoms 
· in the last 14  days, they have not been in contact with anyone who has had Covid symptoms or tested positive.
· In last 14 days they have not been asked to isolate by NHS Test & Trace or the NHS Test & Trace app

· In last 14 days they have not returned from abroad and been required to quarantine.
Only if they can answer all of these in the affirmative will they be able to participate in the rehearsal to prevent bringing the virus into the building.

Anyone who takes ill during the rehearsal should leave immediately and the rehearsal may be stopped.

If they need to be taken home, then they should wait on the bench outside the building and should wear a mask until transport can be arranged.
	4
	1
	4
	None

	16
	Coronavirus – Suspected or confirmed cases in the membership
	
	4
	5
	20
	If any member test positive for Covid 19, they should notify LO and T Mc so that Track and Trace can be implemented.
LO will contact WKURC to advise of the situation.
	4
	2
	8
	None

	17
	CoronaVirus : Track and Trace
	All
	4
	4
	16
	All members must register with T MC or CF on arrival having read and agreed the Health Check.
Members must ensure they keep the contact detail held by the orchestra fully up to date

The secretary T Mc or CF will keep the weekly attendance record for 21 days 


	4
	1
	4
	None
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	Assuming No changes to social distancing relaxation on June 21st
	Review date
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Risk Assessment Record
The assessor can assign values for the ‘hazard severity’ and ‘likelihood of occurrence’ on scales of 1 – 5 to aid with rating risks:

	Hazard Severity (a)
	Likelihood of Occurrence (b)

	
	

	1 – Trivial (e.g. discomfort, scratch, slight bruising)

2 – Minor (e.g. small cut, abrasion, basic first aid need)

3 – Moderate (e.g. strain, sprain, incapacitation > 3days)

4 – Serious (e.g. fracture, amputation, hospitalisation > 24 hrs)

5 – Fatal
	1 – Remote (almost never)

2 – Unlikely (occurs rarely)

3 – Possible (could occur, but uncommon)

4 – Likely (recurrent, but not frequent)

5 – Very likely (occurs frequently)



The risk rating (high, medium or low) indicates the response to be taken for the assessed risks.
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Rating Bands (a x b)�
�
LOW RISK


(1 – 8)�
MEDIUM RISK


(9  - 12)�
HIGH RISK


(15 - 25)�
�
�
�
�
�
Continue, but review periodically to ensure controls remain effective�
Continue, but implement additional reasonably practicable controls where possible and monitor regularly �
-STOP THE ACTIVITY-


Identify new controls. Activity must not proceed until risks are reduced to medium or low level


�
�
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